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INTRODUCTION

Hello and welcome to this presentation on various 
programmes students can apply to if they are interested in 
a) studying/interning/working abroad and b) receiving 
some funding. Far from giving you all the information 
required, this is just a first step intended to provide an 
overview over the various programmes on offer. At the end 
of this, you will not be able to apply for any one of these 
programmes, but you’ll know what’s out there and where to 
find further information. If you have any questions, feel 
free to contact me during the times given at the end of the 
presentation by phone (in case of a series of questions or 
really complex ones) or by e-mail (in case of individual and 
fairly simple ones). Best wishes, Patrick Gill



What Counts for What?
B.Ed./M.Ed.

 B.Ed./M.Ed.: Students have to spend a total period of at
least three months studying, working, interning,
volunteering in an anglophone country: „Im Rahmen des
Bachelor- und Masterstudiengangs ist ein Aufenthalt in einem
englischsprachigen Land von mindestens drei Monaten Dauer zu absolvieren.“

 This can be done in either the course of your B.Ed. OR your M.Ed. (or in-
between).

 It can be split into several portions (though no portion should be shorter than 4
weeks).

 On your return, present your institutional confirmation (university
transcript, official letter by company or organisation – no testimonials from
private individuals!) to Studienfachberatung.

 An anglophone country is a country in which English is the or an official
language.

 If in doubt, contact Studienfachberatung before buying tickets/booking
accommodation.



What Counts for What?
B.A./M.A.

B.A. (KF)/M.A.: Students in the B.A.s
American Studies or English Literature and Culture (as a
major) and in the M.A.s American Studies and English
Literature and Culture are required to undertake an
internship (Independent Studies). In lieu of that internship,
they can also spend time volunteering or working at home and
abroad, or studying in an anglophone country.



Accepting University Credits from Abroad –
Potential Problems

 The class you took abroad must be comparable to Mainz standards 
in qualitative and quantitative terms, meaning that you are required 
to gain a similar number of credits and submit yourself to a 
comparable form of assessment. 

 BAföG is not guaranteed for internships, as in the eyes of BAföG, 
only obligatory internships justify “Auslands-BAföG” – and you 
don’t have to do an internship, you could also work, study, etc.

 If you fail an exam before leaving for your stay abroad, make sure to 
inform the relevant examinations office (Prüfungsamt). Failing to 
do so would risk your second attempt in that exam to go by while 
you are away …

 Taking a semester off (Beurlaubung) is not officially possible during 
obligatory periods abroad. In many students’ cases, this makes little 
difference. If it is of significance in your individual case, contact the 
academic adviser (Studienfachberater) of your choice.



Direct Exchange (American Studies)

 The American Studies Direct Exchange is open to students of 
American Studies (B.A. and M.A.) as well as prospective 
teachers (B.Ed./M.Ed.). 

 It does not rely on a predefined framework like ERASMUS, 
which is why it is difficult to summarise the exact conditions 
for this programme: they vary from one partner university to 
the next.

 In some instances, students will be given a tuition waiver (i.e. 
not have to pay tuition fees) and will be asked to help with 
teaching duties in the partner’s German department; in other 
cases, students will have to pay in-state tuition. 

 Be sure to attend the relevant info event/read their 
presentation!

 Here is a list of partner universities …  



Direct Exchange (American Studies)

 http://www.obama-institute.com/studies-2/exchange-
programs/

 Austin College, Sherman, Texas
 Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Maine
 California State University, Chico
 California State University, Sacramento
 Clark University, Worcester, Massachusetts
 Columbia University, New York
 Georgia State University, Atlanta
 Hood College, Frederick, Maryland
 Kansas University, Lawrence
 Middlebury College, Vermont
 Mississippi College, Clinton, Mississippi
 University of California, Davis
 University of Louisville, Louisville
 Washington College, Chestertown, Maryland
 York University, Toronto, Ontario, Canada



Direct Exchange American Studies

 Info Event / Presentation probably in November 
2020

 Application deadline just before the Christmas break

 Confirmation of Acceptance in February/March

 Departure for US in August/September



Summer Schools (American Studies)

 American Studies Summer School (ASSS)
“The American South”

 The Institute for World Literature (IWL) 
Summer School program

 The Bread Loaf School of English
 Find more info here:
 http://www.obama-institute.com/studies-2/summer-

schools/
 Summer Schools will not cover the entire three-month

stay obligatory for prospective teachers, but they can take
care of a number of weeks while also allowing you to gain
credits.



Grants: Promos

 What is supported with PROMOS at JGU? 
 The following sub-programmes are offered:
 Studienstipendien (study grants)
 Abschlussarbeiten (research grants for thesis work)
 Praktika (internships)
 Sprachkurse/ Fachkurse (language courses) 
 Studienreisen (study trips)
 The programme primarily supports travel to destinations 

outside of Europe. 
 Students are encouraged to apply for trips to institutions 

with which JGU already has some form of 
exchange/agreement/co-operation



PAD Foreign Language Assistants

 Destinations: UK, Ireland, Canada, US
 6-11 months as language assistant at a secondary 

school/college (or university in the US)
 12 hours of teaching per week for approx. EUR 

700/month 
 Application Deadline: 6 January for European 

Destinations (US: 11 November)
 Information & Online Application: 

https://www.kmk-
pad.org/programme/fremdsprachenassistenzkraefte
.html



GET Across Borders

 Internship as German Language Assistant at a 
school in Scotland

 Contract with a Scottish Council, 
work at one or two schools

 October to March; a three-month option is also 
available

 Approx. EUR 700 (50% paid by Scottish 
Council, 50% by ERASMUS) 

 Look out for info event/presentation with/by PD 
Dr. Rieuwerts 

 https://www.get-across-borders.uni-mainz.de/



ERASMUS Internship through EU Servicepoint

 The ERASMUS Internship is not a structured 
programme where you apply for a specific internship in a 
specific place.

 Rather, it is a source of financial support should you have 
found an internship you would like to undertake.

 So once you have an internship (I would recommend 
Irish hostels and Maltese language schools), apply for 
funding.

 Internships have to be of a certain duration (used to be 3 
months, was recently changed to 6 weeks)

 As with all things ERASMUS, there’s some paperwork 
involved.



ERASMUS Internship through EU Servicepoint

 This has several advantages. While you will not gain university credits, you will be 
able to determine the time period in which this is to take place together with the 
company/institution you are interning for. If it isn’t a school, university holidays 
become a distinct possibility.

 EU-ServicePoint
 c/o Johannes Gutenberg-Universität Mainz
 Abteilung Internationales
 Forum universitatis 2, Raum 00-202


 Tel: 06131-39 22667 und -39 20045
 Consultations: Tue 15 to 17 h, Thu 10 to 12 h 


 Forum 2, Raum 00-202
 Frau Annegret Werner
 eu-servicepoint@international.uni-mainz.de
 http://www.eu-servicepoint.de



Any ERASMUS Activity in the UK after 1 Jan 
2021

 As per information received on 19 October, you will need a visa and an officially 
sanctioned language exam to enter the UK as an exchange student

 What seems less certain is whether ERASMUS activities can be continued at all and 
to what degree that may be the case.

 We will only advertise placements at universities that have declared their 
willingness to continue with ERASMUS in 2021/22, BUT there are three ways in 
which this could develop:

 1. Everything works as it did before except that you will need a visa and an officially 
sanctioned language exam

 2. The whole thing breaks down because the UK government decides against future 
participation in ERASMUS

 3. Our partner universities will still accept you, but since the UK is no longer 
officially participating in ERASMUS, you will end up with a placement for your 
studies but no EU funding is available, so you won’t receive your ERASMUS money.

 For now, we will continue advertising UK partners as if 1. (or at least 3.) will be the 
case. We are talking about students taking up their place from September 2021, and 
in the current situation, 10 or 11 months is a long time in politics …



ERASMUS Studies: Structures

 ERASMUS is a reciprocal contractual framework between 
departments at universities in the EU and associated 
countries. It means that students selected for participation 
can study at a partner university without having to pay tuition 
fees. In addition, they are paid a monthly stipend of between 
EUR 250 and 400 (depending on cost of living in host 
country). 

 “Reciprocal” means that they generally have to be interested 
in sending someone to Mainz 

 “Between departments” means that the default position is that 
you can only take classes in the department with whom we 
have an exchange

 A number of these contracts are for stays of an entire 
academic year (9-10 months). This is not negotiable.



ERASMUS for BEd/MEd and ELC (BA/MA)
(and American Studies if in r27)

 Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Glasgow, Dumfries (=> Rieuwerts)*
 Keele (5 months), Bangor (5), London (10), Galway (10), Lincoln (5) (=> Gill)
 r27 also available (Ghent, Vienna, Padua, Dijon, Warsaw // Seville, Valencia, 

Murcia, Krakow, Falun, Kristiansand) (=> Georgi // Gill); these do NOT count for 
the obligatory period abroad in your BEd/MEd programme.  

 ERASMUS Presentation ELC - England, Wales, Ireland: available from 12.11.20 on 
https://www.english-and-linguistics.uni-mainz.de/austauschprogramme-
auslandsstudium/

 Special consultation times: 16.11.20, 10-12 and 2-4 by phone: 3920438
 ERASMUS Presentation AS & ELC - Europe (i.e. non-anglophone): available from 

19.11.20 on https://www.english-and-linguistics.uni-
mainz.de/austauschprogramme-auslandsstudium/

 Special consultation times: 16.11.20, 10-12 and 2-4 by phone: 3920438 (Gill) and 
10-12 by phone: 3927215 (Georgi)

 *ERASMUS Presentation ELC: Scotland (& GET-Programm): tba (Rieuwerts) 
 Application Deadline(s): before Christmas break



Private Applications to Universities and Other 
Avenues

 STUDYING IN AN ANGLOPHONE COUNTRY WITHOUT AN EXCHANGE 
AGREEMENT:

 auslandsbafoeg.de : if you have a claim to BAföG, you will be able to claim this. It includes 
increased support for cost of living as well as up to EUR 4,000 in tuition fees. 

 Apply as Non-Degree-Seeking/Year Abroad/Study Abroad
 Do NOT apply via UCAS, do NOT apply as Overseas or International Student!
 UNIVERSITY OF MALTA: charges by the credits you take – 4 credits = 200 Euro and so on … 

Much cheaper than UK universities (and within EU, so no visa etc.)

 INTERNSHIPS: write to schools/hostels/language schools/hotels etc. ERASMUS funding is 
available for EU countries (see why I mentioned Ireland and Malta?) Also try this: 
https://www.daad.de/ausland/praktikum/vermittlung/de/262-praktikumsboersen-weltweit/

 AU-PAIRS: institutional document available if you go via an organisation; if not, make sure to 
take a language class or to volunteer in the local church parish/charity shop/home for the 
elderly to receive institutional confirmation. 

 Work & Travel; WWOOF, etc.: – speak to your academic adviser before booking anything!
 Private ads such as auslandszeit.de (for Summer Camps, etc.)
 Won’t pay you any money, and there’s no ERASMUS funding, but my personal thing is the BNC 

in Windhoek, Namibia. They could really use some volunteers. And you’d know every minute of 
your time there that it’s really worth doing the work you’re doing (while also getting to see some 
of the most beautiful animals and landscapes): http://www.thebncnamibia.com/



Further Information

 Remember that we have dedicated presentations on 
the American Studies Direct Exchange, ERASMUS in 
Scotland, GET Across Borders, ERASMUS in 
England, Ireland, Wales, and ERASMUS in the rest
of Europe coming up!!

Al the best for now,
PG
patrick.gill@uni-mainz.de


